20240804 Romans 15 Bearing Other’s Burdens

15 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples [weaknesses] of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:1-6, NKJV with author’s notes in brackets).
[image: ]Verse one and two are a little hard to understand here, but the bottom line is that they speak of our need to bear one another up. The Greek actually instructs us to “bear with the weaknesses of the weak.” I think the NKJV is awkward talking about “scruples.”  Paul is saying that when well-meaning Christians hold differing views on non-salvific matters, those who are stronger in the faith need to communicate with those weaker in the faith in a gentle, loving way. It requires a lot of patience sometimes with those who are beating a drum that really has nothing to do with a fundamental truth about God or with things that are actually salvific. Remember that the book of Romans is all about unity in the church in Rome, and that it is instructing us, as well, about how to stay as one in the Spirit in our fellowship.
I’m not saying it’s easy, but that’s what Paul says we’re to do. Differing opinions about disputable matters is not a failing; it is just a difference. Some of the translations I looked at said “failings” of a weaker brother or sister, but that is not what Paul is saying. Paul is saying that those who are stronger in their faith have an obligation to be patient and gentle and deferential with those who take strong positions in peripheral matters (alcohol, how we dress for church, definitions of grace, discussions on tithing, etc). And if you’re a person out there in the church body alienating others by always beating on your own special drum, stop doing it. You’re creating division!
It also involves sacrifice. This sometimes means foregoing our own freedoms to lift up a brother or a sister who might struggle with the exercise of our freedoms in Christ.
I want to clarify something I said last week. I cast a broad net about “disputable matters.” I want to say that something that is openly heretical needs to be addressed. That’s not what I’m talking about and that’s not what Paul is talking about. What comes to my mind immediately is matters that question the essence of God. Someone might say they believe and trust in Jesus, but they don’t believe Jesus is divine. They don’t believe that He is God. That is not a “disputable matter.”  That is heresy. But let’s be careful about what we label as heresy. If you and I have differing views on the timing of the rapture, don’t elevate that to heresy.
In crying out for unity Paul is just telling us to not get caught up in wranglings and arguments about peripheral non-salvific teachings. We’re to avoid controversies concerning those things. Let’s not get caught up in them and create disunity. Give the Holy Spirit room to work in others. Likewise, Christians who focus on one particular teaching should be careful about beating that drum continually to the point of being a bother and creating disunity. Folks, let’s err on the side of unity. DON’T AGGRAVATE AND FRUSTRATE PEOPLE AND DON’T RESPOND HARSHLY TO SUCH AGGRAVATION. God is not done with any of us yet! 
All of this is contrary to our selfish fleshly nature. So how do we do this and who is our model? It is Jesus. Jesus emptied Himself for us (Philippians 2:7). That is a beautiful concept taken out of what is thought to be the oldest hymn in the Bible. Jesus was all about serving others, and that is our true model. Next, Paul tells us how we are to minister to others. It is done by bearing them up and communicating the hope and grace that we have experienced. 
Vv.4-5	Paul reminds us of the importance of the entire Bible, including the Old Testament. We must remember that the Old Testament is ALL that the disciples had in terms of scripture when they walked the earth. I know there are some groups that discount studying the Old Testament at all. We must remember that “alI scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be mature, thoroughly furnished to do good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17, pastor’s paraphrase). 
So how do we get to that goal of hope mentioned there in verse four? You and I get to that goal through the application of God’s Word. We all go through difficulties, and God’s Word will get us through them. Time and again, it is only the encouragement of the scriptures that gets me through whatever I must go through, and it is the same for each of you. We have found the way, and that way is through God’s Word. It will get you through your pain, trials, and sorrows. The Psalms of David show us suffering, but they also show us God picking us up and lifting us up. Once I experienced a great betrayal in my life. It was in reading the story of Joseph that I found great solace. I identified with his words to his wicked brothers when he said: “What you meant for evil God used for good” (Genesis 50:20 paraphrased). These sorrows and griefs that we go through are all because of sin, and the key to having hope in the midst of our trials is knowing the faithfulness of God through His Word. Get into the Word and your hope will be restored.
Glorify God Together
7 Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: (Romans 15:7-9a, NKJV).
Other translations use such wording as we’re to “welcome” others as we have been “welcomed” into the Kingdom. The Legacy Standard Bible says, “7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7). You know, being “accepted” is a big deal. That’s how we’re to treat one another. He’s saying that when we read about God’s promises in the Old Testament, we see how God chose Abraham and blessed all of us through the promises that He gave to Abraham. Paul then quotes the prophets.
“For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles,
And sing to Your name.”
10 And again he says:
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”
11 And again:
“Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles!
Laud Him, all you peoples!”
12 And again, Isaiah says:
“There shall be a root of Jesse;
And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles,
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.” (Romans 15:9b-12, NKJV).

Obviously these prophetic words are unifying words. Paul is telling the Jews in the Church of Rome that they are special, but also that the Gentiles are special. It was God’s intention all along to bring Gentiles into the fold. Both Jew and Gentile are part of God’s glorious plan. Again, this is a call to set aside differences and look together to those things that unify and bring unity.
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13, NKJV).
And this is exacty what happens to each of us when we read God’s promises and believe them. Our hearts are filled with the joy and peace of the Lord and we abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit of God in our lives.
From Jerusalem to Illyricum
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:14-16, NKJV).
Paul lets them know that he understands that they are all knowledgeable. In other words, each has something to learn from the other. Paul stresses to those who are mature in Christ that he will not stop reminding them about important matters. That reminds you and me that we still have much to learn, and that we learn by hearing biblical truths again and again. Much of the Bible is repetition. And, why is that? Because we need reminders of what God says to us. We so easily forget the basics of our faith.  Listen to Peter saying just this in the following passage:
12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, (2 Peter 1:12-13, ESV).
 17 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 20 And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s foundation, 21 but as it is written:
“To whom He was not announced, they shall see;
And those who have not heard shall understand.” (Romans 15:17-21, NKJV).

Paul understood his calling. He wanted to go to those places where people had never heard the gospel before. Something I’ve thought about is that the Gospel is freshly needed IN EVERY PLACE AT ALL TIMES. When one generation dies out, a place is unreached. I have a burden not just for those around me here, but also a lingering desire for my own ancestral people, the Irish people. I long to share the gospel afresh and anew to those I meet while out on my journeys. And yet it was Ireland that kept the torch of Christianity alive in Europe for centuries. Yes, the gospel is to be preached continually and with a new vital spirit again and again. Let’s always have a heart to do our part.
Plan to Visit Rome
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now no longer having a place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you, 24 whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while. 25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.
 27 It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in material things. 28 Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain. 29 But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. (Romans 15:22-29, NKJV).
Paul is talking about the way he would make visits to take help to the Jews. He reminds the audience earlier in this letter that it was through the Jews that the Gospel came. And now it is only fitting and appropriate for the Gentile congregation to give tangible help to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. I’ve always been curious as to whether or not Paul made it to Spain. We don’t really know. Now he wraps up this part of the letter.
30 Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 31 that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 that I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together with you. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. (Romans 15:30-33, NKJV).
Paul ends with a great voice of humility as he asks for prayer. He wasn’t reluctant to ask for prayer. And not only that, he was asking them “to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.” (NIV) I would ask each of you listening to join Pastor Darrell, Pastor Larry, and myself in our struggles as pastors of this congregation. We seem to be going through illness and death on a steady basis which is hard for all of us. We desperately need and covet your prayers as we shepherd this congregation.

Paul also asks for deliverance from those unbelievers who wish him harm. He asks for prayers for success in his endeavors. Darrell, Larry, and I often come before the Father asking for direction and strength as we encounter things we’ve never encountered before. This is all new to us. The only manual we have is God’s precious Word. And when the Word is coupled with your powerful and constant prayers, we’re on the right track together. Paul is a grateful person, and grateful people are joyful people. He desires more than anything else to be back among his people to be refreshed by them. And I want you each to know that oh so very often many of you refresh us and lift us up and we’re so appreciative. Last but not least, Paul voices God’s peace on them all. Wow.

There truly is NOTHING like the peace of God. To take a line from an old song, once you’ve experienced God’s love and peace you want to pass it on!

Let us pray.
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