20240707 Romans 11 What About Israel?


In Romans 9, 10, and 11, we come to the end of Paul’s dialogue about salvation. These three chapters have dealt with Israel and what will happen to the Jews. Years ago I read a great book that I have in the Pastor’s Library called “When a Jew Rules the World” by Joel Richardson. It discusses at length the horrible things that have happened to the Jews because of “Replacement Theology”. This is the idea that the Church has replaced Israel as God’s people and Israel is cursed with no more role in the plan of God. Romans chapter 11 clearly refutes that idea and shows that God is not done with the Jews! It can be a bit confusing because at the end of the chapter,Paul will declare that by and large, the Israelites have rejected the Messiah, but there is a small remaining group that are faithful. That is a remnant. That’s a small bit left over. 
The Remnant of Israel
[image: ]11 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.” 4 But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.
Paul is referring to the story of Elijah reminding the reader that God has always had a remnant of those who were faithful to Him. Elijah escaped to Horeb (Sinai) where God told him that there were 7,000 remaining (the remnant) who had not bowed their knee to Baal. Paul is saying that in the same way, there is a remnant of Israel remaining that are faithful in following Jesus, and they have come to Him by grace through faith.
7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 8 as it is written,
“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
    eyes that would not see
    and ears that would not hear,
down to this very day.”

God gave the Jews a blindness and sleepiness (stupor) as to what is currently happening.  Did God harden them? Did God put them in a coma where they can’t respond positively to the gospel? No. We’re not talking about God arbitrarily damning some and saving others. It was according to God’s foreknowledge that some were selected. God only hardens those who already had a hardened heart. God doesn’t interfere with the freedom of choice in mankind to choose his path but He knows the path that men will take. God gave them that freedom. Paul then quotes Psalm 69:22.
9 And David says,
“Let their table become a snare and a trap,
    a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
10 let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see,
    and bend their backs forever.”

Their “table” means their blessings and their privileges. Their special status became a stumbling block for them.
Gentiles Grafted In
11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall?  [fall beyond recovery]  By no means! [Paul refutes here replacement theology]  Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! [imagine how much greater blessing it will be when they are fully included in the Body of Christ.]
Paul asks outright whether the Jews are done and done and over with. He answers BY NO MEANS. Paul says that through Israel’s Messiah, blessing has come to us, the Gentiles. Instead of the Gospel only going to the Jews, it came to the Gentiles. Here’s the point: It was God’s plan to use the stubbornness of His people to bless those who were not a nation. God knew they would reject His plan, but He planned to bless others through their rejection. We may not understand all of this, but it is in the Bible. It was the choice of Israel to reject their Messiah. So, how can it be God’s plan? It is, in fact, both. It is God’s plan, and it is their (Israel’s) choice.
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches.
Paul says that this relationship that the Gentiles enjoy with the Lord will be a source of jealousy and will attract some Jews. Paul is saying that Jews will eventually see this and it will be part of their reconciliation with God. Paul is now saying that we’re an extension of the Jews. This “dough” that came from their own experience with God will end up blessing the whole loaf. That means the whole Church.
[image: ]17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.
Paul says some of the natural branches were broken off, but some “wild” branches were grafted in. That’s you and me. We were grafted in to receive the nourishment from the natural root. It’s sort of like those of you who have worked with pecan trees. It’s like a native pecan has been grafted on to an improved variety…. Sort of the opposite of what we do on our trees here in the Brazos Valley. 
 19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.
Israel was broken off in large part because of unfaithfulness and unbelief. Paul says that we too can be broken off by unbelief and unfaithfulness. He’s saying, “Get off of your high horse and realize you can be broken right off as well!”  Paul is saying you are in this position ONLY BY FAITH IN JESUS. That is what makes you and keeps you as a branch grafted in.
 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.
Paul is saying that these “natural branches” can be grafted right back into the olive tree. And, that time is coming. 

The Mystery of Israel's Salvation
25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, 
[remember that a mystery is a truth that is previously unrevealed but now through Christ it is revealed] brothers a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  [This is when Israel will be grafted back in when the fullness of the Gentiles is done.]  26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,
“The Deliverer will come from Zion,
    he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;
27 “and this will be my covenant with them
    when I take away their sins.”

Paul says that a time is coming when all of Israel will turn from her unbelief and place her faith in the Messiah. Let’s look at the passage in Zechariah chapter 12.
9 It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.10 “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 11 In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  (Zechariah 12:9-11 NKJV)
So many Christians throughout history have ignored this passage. They have engaged in Jew hating and anti-semitism. There is coming a day when all the nations of the world will come against Israel, and Jesus will show up and fight for Israel, and He will destroy their enemies. And when they see HIM. Look! It says WHEN THEY LOOK AT ME WHOM THEY PIERCED. Israel will now know and understand that the Messiah that they rejected will come to save them in their hour of desperation and need. This will be at the end of the Tribulation. God spoke through Jeremiah about that day when a New Covenant will finally come to Israel. It is the covenant that you and I enjoy. Israel’s sins will be forgiven and remembered no more.

31 “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, [h]though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their [i]hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” (Jeremiah 31 NKJV)

As you all know, I do not believe the Church will be here at that time. So, how do we view Israel now?
28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.
In case you didn’t know, Israel is indeed hostile to the Gospel at present. It is against the law to share the Gospel in Israel. As to the Gospel, they are enemies, but we’re to love them for who they are and what God has done and will do through them.
 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now[e] receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.
Paul is now finished talking about our salvation. Paul ends up giving glory to God.  Paul realized he had barely scratched the surface of the mysteries of God’s salvation to us. He ends declaring that these things are impossible to understand.

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,
    or who has been his counselor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him
    that he might be repaid?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
Paul ends saying that God’s ways are just not our ways. These things are almost impossible to understand. Paul says that he understands that even he doesn’t understand a lot of what he’s written down here in the Book of Romans. 
I will end by echoing Paul saying that I’ve shared with you what I believe this letter means but I feel like I’ve barely scratched the surface. God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts. And you know what? That’s okay! It is such a relief when you realize that you are not God!
Let us pray.
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